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I must admit that it took me a little while before 
I could make a rational judgement of the scientific 
contents of this volume. This was due to the shock 
on receiving a book which contains 400 pages of 
photo-offset printing, with each of the eight 
chapters (they should more correctly be called 
reviews) in different type. The index is reproduced 
from ;a bad dot-matrix p-&&r. Wait $0~ it: The 
price is $147.25! 
As the co-author of a book on ‘Biother- 
modynamics’ (Edsall and Gutfreund, 1983) I have 
a personal objection to the choice of the title for 
the beak under review. Selected Topics in Ther- 
modynamics of Biological Systems would give a 
more accurate description of this collection of 
essays. It would be a pity if anybody bought this 
book to learn thermodynamics. What it does con- 
tain is a lot of useful thermodynamic information 
on the following eight topics: (1) Peptides and 
Mode1 Systems: T.H, Lilley; (2) Protein Un- 
folding: W. Pfeil; (3) Conformational Transitions 
in Nucleic Acids: H.H. Klump; (4) Analysis of 
Allosteric Models for Macromolecular Reactions: 
S.J. Gill, C.H. Roberts and J. Wyman; (5) Ther- 
mal Behazauiour of Lipid and Surfactant Systems: 
M.N. Jones; (6) Thermochemistry of Living Cell 
Systems: I. Wadso; (7) Conformational Changes 
in Proteins in Relation to Energy Transduction: 
A.G. Lowe and A.R. Walmsley; (8) Ther- 
modynamics of Metabolism: R. Crabtree and B.A. 
Nicholson. 
give a good picture of recent interest in the ther- 
modynamics of the formation and properties of 
biopolymers. The other four are on diverse 
specialized topics. Some sections are idiosyncratic 
rather than summaries of generally accepted ideas. 
Data are not always referenced and conditions are 
sometimes omitted from diagrams. Are these 
un&ereed reports 02 &g&a\ data? There is %&\e 
evidence of editing linguistic problems or cross- 
referencing between chapters. The Editor’s com- 
ment that SI units could not be adhered to for data 
taken from the literature ignores modern facilities. 
I had no difi%xlties in getting my carnputer ta re- 
draw diagrams with joules scales in place of 
calories when preparing figures and tables for our 
text on ‘Biothermodynamics’. To have calories 
and joules in the same article is really quite un- 
forgivable. After all this is a very expensive 
volume; some of the money should have gone on 
editing., copy-editing and production. 
In spite of all my criticisms it would be a pity if the 
information contained in this book were not made 
available in some central libraries. However, pre- 
sent cuts in library budgets put a heavy respon- 
sibility on those who produce books as well as on 
librarians. 
(Reference: J.T. Edsall and H. Gutfreund (1983) 
Biothermodynamics: The Study of Biochemical 
Systems at Equilibrium, Wiley-Interscience) 
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